
DEMOCRATIC PEACE THEORY 

Democratic peace theory is a theory in international relations that suggests democracies are 

less likely to engage in armed conflict with each other compared to autocracies or non-

democratic states. The theory posits that democracies tend to be more peaceful in their 

foreign relations because: 

 

1. **Democratic norms**: Democracies typically have institutions and norms that prioritize 

peaceful conflict resolution, such as free speech, independent media, and the rule of law. 

These institutions facilitate dialogue and compromise, reducing the likelihood of resorting to 

violence to resolve disputes. 

2. **Public accountability**: In democracies, leaders are accountable to the public through 

elections. Leaders who initiate wars or engage in aggressive foreign policies may face 

electoral consequences, incentivizing them to pursue peaceful resolutions to conflicts. 

3. **Shared values**: Democracies often share common values such as respect for human 

rights, individual freedoms, and the rule of law. These shared values can foster trust and 

cooperation among democratic states, reducing the likelihood of conflict. 

4. **Interdependence**: Democracies tend to have closer economic ties and greater 

interdependence with each other. Economic interdependence can act as a deterrent to conflict, 

as it creates mutual interests in maintaining stability and peaceful relations. 

 

While democratic peace theory suggests a correlation between democracy and peace, it's 

important to note that it's not a deterministic law. There have been instances of democracies 

engaging in conflicts with each other, and non-democratic states can also pursue peaceful 

foreign policies under certain conditions. Nevertheless, the theory has been influential in 

shaping debates about the relationship between political systems and international conflict. 

 

ROLE OF IMMANUEL KANT 

Immanuel Kant, the 18th-century German philosopher, made a significant contribution to 

democratic peace theory through his essay "Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch" (1795). 

In this work, Kant outlined several key ideas that laid the foundation for the theory: 

 

1. **Republican government**: Kant argued that states with republican forms of 

government, characterized by representative democracy and respect for the rule of law, are 

more inclined towards peace. He believed that republican governments, by their nature, 

prioritize the interests of their citizens and are less likely to pursue aggressive foreign 

policies. 

2. **Federation of Free States**: Kant proposed the establishment of a "federation of free 

states" or a "league of peace" among democratic nations. This league would be based on 

principles of mutual respect, non-interference, and the peaceful resolution of disputes. Kant 



envisioned this federation as a mechanism to prevent wars between democratic states and to 

promote international cooperation. 

3. **Cosmopolitan law**: Kant advocated for the development of a "cosmopolitan law" or a 

system of international law that would govern the relations between states. He argued that 

such a legal framework, based on principles of justice and equality, would help to prevent 

conflicts and promote peaceful coexistence among nations. 

Kant's ideas in "Perpetual Peace" laid the philosophical groundwork for democratic peace 

theory by emphasizing the importance of democratic governance, international cooperation, 

and the rule of law in maintaining peace among nations. His work continues to influence 

contemporary discussions on the relationship between democracy and peace in international 

relations. 


